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Copyright 2011, the Crown in Right of Alberta, as represented by the Minister of Education, Alberta 
Education, Assessment Sector, 44 Capital Boulevard, 10044 108 Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 5E6, 
and its licensors.  All rights reserved.  

Special permission is granted to Alberta educators only to reproduce, for educational purposes on a  
non-profit basis, parts of this document that do not contain excerpted material.

Excerpted material in this document shall not be reproduced without the written permission of the original 
publisher (see credits, where applicable).

This document contains a full release of the English form of the 2010 Grade 9 Social Studies 
Achievement Test.

Released test items, which contained approximately 25% of the total number of test items from 
previously secured achievement tests, were mailed to school administrators each fall from  
2004 to 2006 and were available to teachers in only print form because of copyright limitations.   
Every second year, as of the fall of 2007, a complete test for all achievement test subjects and 
grades (except grades 6 and 9 Social Studies; grades 3, 6, and 9 Français/French Language Arts; 
and Grade 9 Knowledge and Employability courses) will be posted on the Alberta Education 
website.  A test blueprint and an answer key that includes the difficulty, reporting category, test 
section, and item description for each test item will also be included.  These materials, along 
with the Program of Studies and Subject Bulletin, provide information that can be used to inform 
instructional practice.

Assessment highlights provide information about the overall test, the test blueprints, and student 
performance on the Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test.  Also provided is commentary on 
student performance at the acceptable standard and the standard of excellence on the achievement 
test.  This information is intended for teachers and is best used in conjunction with the multi-year 
and detailed school reports that are available to schools via the extranet.  Assessment Highlights 
reports for all achievement test subjects and grades will be posted on the Alberta Education 
website every year in the fall.

For further information, contact 
Harvey Stables, Grade 9 Humanities Assessment Standards Team Leader, at  
Harvey.Stables@gov.ab.ca; 
Laurie Paddock, Grade 9 Humanities Examiner, at Laurie.Paddock@gov.ab.ca; or 
Ken Marcellus, Director, Achievement Testing Branch, at Ken.Marcellus@gov.ab.ca 
at the Assessment Sector, or call (780) 427-0010.  To call toll-free from outside Edmonton,  
dial (780) 310-0000.

The Alberta Education Internet address is education.alberta.ca.
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2010 Achievement Test Sources and Questions

The sources and questions presented in this document are from the previously secured 
English form of the 2010 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test and are representative 
of the sources and questions that form the test.  These sources and questions are released 
by Alberta Education.
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Grade 9 Achievement Test

Social Studies
Sources Booklet

Description

The Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement 
Test has two booklets:

the  Sources Booklet, which contains 
13 sets of source materials

the  Questions Booklet, which contains 
50 multiple-choice questions

This test was developed to be completed 
in 80 minutes; however, you may take 
an additional 30 minutes to complete 
the test.

Instructions

You may  not use a dictionary, a thesaurus, 
or other reference materials.

Be sure that you have a  Sources Booklet 
and a Questions Booklet.

You may write in this booklet if you find it 
helpful.  

Make sure that your answers to the 
multiple-choice questions are placed on 
the answer sheet provided.  

2010



3

The Sources Booklet is divided into two sections as follows:

Section One:  Issues for Canadians:  Governance and Rights contains 8 sets of 
source materials.  There are 30 multiple-choice questions in the Questions Booklet 
based upon these source sets (worth 60% of the total test mark).

You should take about 50 minutes to complete these 30 multiple-choice questions.

Section Two:  Issues for Canadians:  Economic Systems in Canada and the 
United States contains 5 sets of source materials.  There are 20 multiple-choice 
questions in the Questions Booklet based upon these source sets (worth 40% of the 
total test mark).

You should take about 30 minutes to complete these 20 multiple-choice questions.
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 I. Questions 1 to 4 on page 32 are based on the following sources.

Source I
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Source II

Source III

Harb, Mac.  “The Case for Mandatory Voting in Canada.”  Canadian Parliamentary Review, Summer 2005, www.parl.gc.ca/.
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 II. Questions 5 to 8 on page 33 are based on the following sources.

Source II

Harley Schwadron / Artizans.com

Source I

How Lobby Groups ?

Canadians

Canadians

they are announced
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Source III
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 III. Questions 9 to 11 on page 34 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II
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Source III

Chris Wildt / Artizans.com
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 IV. Questions 12 to 15 on page 35 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Some Responsibilities of Citizens in Canada

 1 Obey the law

 2 Vote in federal elections

 3 Avoid discriminating against others

 4 Have proof of citizenship when crossing  
Canada’s borders

Source II
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Source III

Four Views on Individual Rights and Freedoms in Canada

Speaker W Speaker X Speaker Y Speaker Z

“To ensure fairness 
for all Canadians, 
the federal 
government must 
guarantee that 
people are treated 
in exactly the 
same way without 
exceptions.”

“In all circumstances, 
everyone in Canada 
should be able to 
freely express their 
thoughts, opinions, 
and beliefs.”

“All people in  
Canada should be 
able to associate 
with whomever they 
choose, except in 
situations where  
doing so has a  
negative impact on 
the well-being of 
others.”

“The federal 
government must 
ensure that every 
Canadian is treated 
in a manner 
that takes into 
account individual 
circumstances.”
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Source I

1608

When New France is established, the first permanent French settlements are 
built in what is to become Canada.

1774

The Québec Act is passed by the British government, recognizing the language 
and identity of Francophones.

1867

The British North America Act establishes Canada as a bilingual and bicultural 
nation.

1969

The Official Languages Act reasserts the equality of French and English as 
official languages of Canada.

1982

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms confirms official bilingualism 
and establishes ____________ _____________

 V. Questions 16 to 18 on page 36 are based on the following sources.

?



13

Source II
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 VI. Questions 19 to 22 on page 37 are based on the following sources.

Source I
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Source II

Sportsmen of Alberta.  “Impacts of the Interim Métis Harvesting Agreements.”  Sportsmen of Alberta:  Information and Action 
Centre for Alberta’s Hunters, Anglers and Trappers.  http://www.sportsmenofalberta.com/Impacts.htm (accessed January 6, 2009).
Cotter, John.  “Alberta Métis Sue Over Constitutional Hunting Rights.”  Canoe.ca, December 2, 2008.  http://cnews.canoe.ca 
(accessed January 6, 2009).

Poitras, Audrey.  “Métis Hunting Rules Miss Target.”  Edmonton Journal, December 28, 2007, sec. A, p. 17.

Ducharme, Denis, Frank Oberle, and Neil Brown.  Report of the MLA Committee on Métis Harvesting, March 2006.  April 27, 
2006.  http://www.justice.gov.ab.ca/aboriginal/downloads/RecommentationsMetisHarvesting.PDF.
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 VII. Questions 23 to 26 on page 38 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Goyette, Linda.  “Left in the Margins.”  Alberta Views, January/February 2007.  Reproduced with permission from Linda Goyette 
and Alberta Views.

Source II
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Source III

Source IV
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 VIII. Questions 27 to 30 on page 39 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II
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Source III
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 IX. Questions 31 to 34 on page 41 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Source II

Characteristics of the Economy of Country X

good of the public.

and environmental protection.

the common good of society is more important than 
self-advancement.

?
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Source III
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 X. Questions 35 to 38 on page 42 are based on the following sources.  

Source I
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Source III

Source II

Source IV
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 XI. Questions 39 to 42 on page 43 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Gordon Gurvan / www.CartoonStock.com

Source II
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Source III

Summerfield, Robin.  “Lessons Learned from a Yearlong No-shopping Experiment.”  Edmonton Journal, November 28, 
2008, sec. B, p. 13.  Material reprinted with the express permission of:  “Calgary Herald Group Inc.,” a CanWest Partnership.

Source IV
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 XII. Questions 43 to 46 on page 44 are based on the following sources.

Source I

Vance Rodewalt / Artizans.com

Source II
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Source III

Personal Income Tax Rates in Canada for 2008

Annual Personal Income Federal Taxation Rate

$37 885.00 or less 15% on the first $37 885.00 
of taxable income

More than $37 885.00, but not 
more than $75 769.00

22% on the next $37 884.00 
of taxable income

More than $75 769.00, but not 
more than $123 184.00

26% on the next $47 415.00 
of taxable income

More than $123 184.00 29% of taxable income over 
$123 184.00
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 XIII. Questions 47 to 50 on page 45 are based on the following sources.

Source II

Source I

Malcolm Mayes / Artizans.com

Note: Jean Chrétien was leader of the Liberal Party and prime minister when 
Canada signed the Kyoto Protocol in 1997.
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Source III

De Souza, Mike.  “Tories Link Kyoto to Economic Disaster.”  Edmonton Journal, April 20, 2007, sec. A, p. 7.  Material 
reprinted with the express permission of:  “CANWEST NEWS SERVICE,” a CanWest Partnership.


